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The Criminal Justice System
Criminal justice is the system of applies and institutions of governments directed at maintenance social control, discouraging and justifying crime, or authorizing those who violate laws with criminal punishments and In most states, crimes are classified in one of two categories: felonies and misdemeanours. Sometimes, there are also a third class of offences called petty crimes or violations and are usually punished by a fine with no jail time (these often include traffic infractions). Understanding the difference between a felony and a misdemeanour can be critical in understanding charges against a person, terms of plea agreements, and potential punishments. Rehabilitation effects (nationalarchives).
1. Misdemeanours are considered less severe crimes. Typical examples include minor thefts, certain traffic offenses, and many minor drug offenses. Some states include different classes of a misdemeanour, with more serious misdeeds being first degree, and less dangerous being second and third degree. Crimes are usually punishable by substantial fines and sometimes jail time, generally less than one year. Of course, multiple felony charges can be brought simultaneously, and sentences can be structured to run consecutively meaning that when one sentence ends the next one begins. In that way, multiple misdemeanour charges can equate to years in jail, so it is important to understand just how dangerous even a misdemeanour can be.  The process is like any other trial. A defendant does have a right to an attorney, and one is appointed if the accused cannot afford one, or the defendant can choose to represent himself, though that is highly unrecompensed and the court will likely try to change the mind of the accused.  Though it is often a smaller board (frequently just six members) as opposed to the simple 12 member panel seen in TV shows and movies.
	Felonies are the most serious type of crime and are usually classified by degrees, with a first-degree felony being the most severe. Examples of offenses include murder, aggravated or grand theft, rape, etc. Many states require that a prosecutor obtains an indictment from a grand jury before charging someone with a felony, but this is not always necessary. Felonies are disciplinary by substantial fines and prison sentences more than one year or possibly even death. If convicted of a felony, an inmate will most likely serve their sentence in a state or federal correctional institution, more commonly referred to as a prison or penitentiary. Often, patients may be transferred from one prison to another to accommodate the needs of the correctional system in which they are serving their time so that they may spend time far from home. Those accused of felonies will be entitled to a trial by jury (criminal-law).
	2. Ms. Singh is a client of your firm. She was  recently arrested for breach of peace during an altercation at a bar. Ms. Singh was the recipient of unwanted advances from another patron at the bar. Her boyfriend became jealous and punched the other man. Ms. Singh was  arrested for breach of peace. She is very concerned about the possibility of a long prison sentence and capital punishment. Violation of the order is a misdemeanour.
The criminal attorney you work for asked you to complete the following:
• Research and explain the difference between a felony and misdemeanour, including the difference between a crime and felony conviction and the consequences.
• Write a memo explaining the differences between a misdemeanour and a crime and, in particular, addressing Ms. Singh’s concerns about prison and the capital punishment if she is lastly convicted of the offence. Remember, Ms. Singh was arrested for breach of peace, and a violation of the order is a misdemeanour. An explanation of her charges should clarify her concern (deathpenaltyinfo).
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